CHAPTER XI

THE  FIRE-DRILL

As we have just seen, whenever the perpetual vestal fire at
Rome happened to go out it was solemnly rekindled by the
primitive apparatus known as the fire-drill, that is, by a
pointed stick made to revolve so as to make a hole in a flat
board and elicit a flame by the friction of the wood. This
is perhaps the oldest of all modes of kindling fire known
to man, and it seems to be the most widely diffused among
savages before they came into contact with civilization. Else-
where I have given references to some of the tribes who are
known to practise or formerly to have practised this method of
obtaining fire.1 I will now subjoin a list of some other peoples
who are known to practise or to have formerly practised this
primitive mode of securing fire.2 But it may be well to illus,,-
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A. R. Wallace, The Malay Archi-
pelago, ii. 34; H. Riedel, De Sluik-
en Kroesharige Rassen tusscken Sele-
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